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“We reach for new heights 
and reveal the unknown for
the benefit of humankind.”
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Why Mars?
John David Mercer / Mobile Press Register
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“We plan to fly some more and intend to 
conquer cosmic space as it should be done.”
Why Mars?
“There was a demon that lived in the air.
They said whoever challenged him 
would die.”
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“Having the opportunity to fly the first flight of 
something like a space shuttle was the ultimate 
test flight.”
– Bob Crippen
From “here be dragons”…
…to ship-shipping ships shipping 
shipping ships
The Challenge Of Mars
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“My biggest wish is to fly toward Venus, 
toward Mars, which is really flying.”
– Yuri Gagarin
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“Orbiting Earth in the spaceship, I saw how 
beautiful our planet is.”
– Yuri Gagarin
“The real pleasure was … looking at this beautiful 
spaceship Earth we’re lucky to inhabit.”
– Bob Crippen
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Join Us on the Journey
The journey to Mars 
begins with…
